INTRODUCTION
Fifty-four Murciano-Granadina goats in the fourth month of lactation were used.
goats were all milked with teatcups B (without automatic valves) and machine milk 121 production and milk flow rate were recorded on two consecutive days. In line with these 122 two variables, the animals were divided into two groups, randomly assigning one of the 123 two treatments (teatcups A or B) for 7 d. In the last two days of this period, the teat 124 thickness changes after milking and milk emission kinetics were recorded in each 125 animal. Treatments (teatcups A and B) for the two groups of 27 goats were then 126 exchanged for another 7-d period, recording the same variables on the last two days. The milking parlour (2x12) had 6 clusters and a mid-line pipeline. and causative) and the animal's defence mechanisms are interrelated (Bramley, 1992) .
275
If we accept that milking, in general, is a risk factor for mastitis (O'Shea, 1987) and that 
282
The consequence of the hypothesis put forward above is that a milking-related 283 factor that entails a moderately increased risk of mastitis would give rise to a higher 284 incidence of mastitis at the onset of lactation (e.g., in the first third of lactation), but in 285 the longer term this would give way to a tendency for mastitis prevalence to even out,
286
with respect to the animals having been milked without this risk factor. This hypothesis 287 is sustained not only by the outcomes of the present study and the work by Manzur et al.
288
(2012), both in experimental farm conditions, but also by the results reported by Billon automatic valves, compared to conventional teatcups, significantly increased the 291 mastitis prevalence in controls performed at mid-lactation, although towards the end of 292 lactation the prevalence tended to level out between both experimental groups.
293
Nevertheless, in the cited work the SCC differences did not reach significance level, an 294 aspect which did occur in our experiment.
295
The results achieved in the current work did not allow us to identify the final 
